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Å What is periodic separation in families and why does it occur? 

 

ï Work-related reasons 

ÅDefence, Mining, Business, Transnational Migration etc. 

ï Personal reasons  

ÅDivorce 

ï άhǘƘŜǊέ  

Å Incarceration 

 

 

 

 

 

Background and Context 



 

Å What is periodic reunion in families and why does it occur? 

 

ï άŀ ǊƛǘǳŀƭƛȊŜŘ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴέ (Ayoub, 1973) 

ï άŀ ŘȅƴŀƳƛŎ ǘŜǊƳ ŜǉǳƛǾŀƭŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŀ ǇŜǊƛƻŘƛŎ Ŏƻƭƭƻǉǳƛŀƭ Ǿƛǎƛǘέ (Moss and Moss, 1988) 

ÅStability     ς Change 

ÅAutonomy ς Dependency 

ÅWanting     ς Finding 

 

Å Why is reunion important? 

ï Why is reunion important for the parent-child interaction? 

Å What is the transitional aspect of contemporary family lifestyle? 

 

 

 

 

 

Background and Context 

Separation Reunion 

(Nippert-Eng, 1996) 



Domestic Communication Technologies 

Å Domesticating Information Technologies (Brynin and Kraut., 2006)  
Å Computers 
Å Phone 
Å Internet 
 

Å Omnipresent within the family life (Little et al., 2009)  

Å Parent-Child Interaction 

Mediating Separation Reunion 

Domestic Communication 
Technologies and Families 



Mediating Separation (most used technologies) 

Asynchronous 
Technologies 

Synchronous 
Technologies 

Å Text Messaging 
Å Photo Sharing 
Å E-mail 

 
 
 

Å Phone (mobile or not J) 
Å Video & Audio (in most 

cases) 
Å Instant Messaging  

 
 

 
 How can the current HCI literature on mediating separation and families be organized?  



Mediating Separation (and Families) 

Intimacy Awareness 
Closeness/Togetherness and 

Connectedness 

Collage (Vetere et al., 2009) 

eKiss (Dalsgaard et al., 2007) 

eMutts (Yarosh et al., 
2008) 

Virtual Box (Davis et 
al., 2007) 

The Whereabouts clock 
(Brown et al., 2007) 

ÅInformation through messages 
(Hutchinson et al., 2003)  

 
Å Photo Sharing (Dalsgaard et al., 2007) 
 
Å Combination of the above (Brush et al., 

2008; Vetere et al., 2009; Raffle et al., 2010) 

 
Å Family Video chat (Ames et al., 2010) 

 
Å Family communication via skype 
(Ballagas et al., 2010) 

 
Å Family story play (Raffle et al., 2010)   

 
 

Tee et al. (2009) 
 
Khan et al. (2009) 


